INTRODUCTION
There is growing interest in coastal area management among governmental and nongovernmental officials in developing countries. This interest is evident in the increasing number of management programs, in international financial assistance in support of such programs, and in national and international seminars, workshops, and training institutes devoted to various aspects of the topic.l I
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1. At Coastal Zone '87, the fifth in a series of symposia on coastal and ocean management, 38 papers were presented on some aspect of coastal management as compared to six at Coastal Zone '80. The U.S. Agency for International Development is funding coastal planning efforts in Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Ecuador and participates in the ASEAN-USAID Coastal Resources Management Project. Several other industrialized countries are supporting aspects of coastal management in developing countries. deltas, beaches, bluffs, wetlands, and forests. They include a wide range of ecosystems. They serve as habitats for countless flora and fauna. They are the loci of an incredibly diverse range of human uses and activities which shape and mold the physical forms of the coasts and enhance or reduce their biological diversity.
Most coastal countries manage their coastal areas to some degree, although they vary greatly with regard to the number and types of coastal issues they address, the types of management strategies they employ, their intensity of management, and a host of other factors.2 What emerges from analyses of existing coastal area programs is the recognition that the concept of coastal area management is somewhat elusive. There is no widely accepted blueprint for how to plan a management program. There are no "off-the-shelf" management program models that can be easily adapted and applied.3 Each country (or other coastal jurisdiction) must carefully tailor its own program to include 1. an identification of specific coastal problems to be addressed; 2. an identification of priorities among these problems; 3. an analysis of specific processes which cause these problems; 4. an identification of specific management techniques (such as zoning or a permit system) designed to mitigate these problems; 5. a set of organizational arrangements and administrative processes for implementing a management program; and 6. the designation of a geographic area within which management will occur. 4 As coastal area management program efforts proliferate around the world, these program elements are being addressed in a variety of ways. Among developing countries, however, few have gone as far as Sri Lanka in developing a coastal management program.
